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NOTE: The President spoke at 3:15 p.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to J. Reilly Lewis, music director and 
founder, Washington Bach Consort; Shirley Dob-
son, chairman, National Day of Prayer Task Force, 
and her husband, James; Rev. Daniel P. Coughlin, 
Chaplain, U.S. House of Representatives; and 
Rabbi Dr. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb, executive vice 
president, Orthodox Union. 

Letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Transmitting 
Budget Amendments 
May 6, 2004 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
I ask the Congress to consider the en-

closed FY 2005 budget amendments for the 
Departments of Agriculture, Defense, Edu-
cation, Energy, Homeland Security, Housing 
and Urban Development, the Interior, 
Labor, and the Treasury; the Corps of Engi-
neers; the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration; and the Securities and Ex-
change Commission. In addition, I ask the 
Congress to consider the enclosed FY 2004 
language proposals for the Departments of 
Health and Human Services and the Treas-
ury. Overall, the discretionary budget author-
ity proposed in my FY 2005 Budget would 
not be increased by these requests. 

This transmittal also contains FY 2005 
budget amendments for the legislative 
branch. As a matter of comity, appropriations 
requests of the legislative branch are com-
monly transmitted without change. 

The details of these proposals are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

Remarks in Dubuque, Iowa 
May 7, 2004 

The President. Thank you all. Thank you 
all very much. Thanks for coming. I’m really 
glad you’re here. It is great to be back in 
Dubuque. Once again, here I’m asking for 
the vote. [Laughter] I’m asking for your help. 
I remember last time I campaigned here, the 

crowds weren’t quite as big—[laughter]— 
neither was the entourage. [Laughter] 

But I am thrilled to be here. I know most 
of you are here to see Laura, and I appreciate 
you coming. She’s such a fabulous First Lady 
and a great wife and wonderful mom that 
I think she deserves 4 more years as the First 
Lady. 

Now, I’m here to ask for your help. I want 
to thank those who are involved with the 
grassroots. I want to thank those who are 
willing to put up the signs and to talk to your 
neighbors, those who are willing to go to the 
community centers and the houses of wor-
ship, those who are willing to work door to 
door and remind people that this administra-
tion has a positive vision, a hopeful vision, 
an optimistic vision for everybody who lives 
in this country. 

I want you to remind them I got a plan 
to win the war on terror and to spread peace 
and freedom throughout the world, a plan 
that helps to create jobs and spreads oppor-
tunity to every corner of America, a plan that 
taps into the compassionate spirit of our 
country. Working together, we’ll make this 
country safer and stronger and better. We 
got a positive platform, one that I am con-
vinced the American people understand and 
appreciate. We will become reelected on No-
vember the 2d. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Thank you all. When 
you’re out there gathering up the vote—by 
the way, make sure you talk to discerning 
Democrats and independents as well. 
[Laughter] And remind them I put together 
a fantastic team of people to serve this coun-
try, people who have come to Washington, 
DC, from all walks of life, from different 
backgrounds, all bound together by the de-
sire to serve this country, not their self-inter-
est. 

We’ve got a fabulous Vice President in 
Dick Cheney. One time I had given a speech, 
and Mother was in the crowd. I said, ‘‘You 
know, Dick Cheney is the finest Vice Presi-
dent our country has ever had.’’ She said, 
‘‘Wait a minute, buster.’’ [Laughter] 

I am proud to have traveled with some 
really fine Members of the Congress. Iowa 
sent some good, decent souls to Washington, 
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